


 WATER RESTORATION, CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY

JACK BRUNS - JEFF ADELS
2454 US HWY 385

SIDNEY  NE  69162-3124

   Steamway Water
Restoration

& Air Conditioning

Brian (Moe) 
Moffat
     308-772-3223

COMMERCIAL                RESIDENTIAL 

308-254-2987 . 308-249-0097

 JNJSteam Dirt
Away 

Quotes to Ponder
"You may think the grass is greener on the other side, 
but if you take the time to water your own grass, it will 

be just as green."
MarkTimm.com

"A good life is when you assume nothing, do more, smile 
often, dream big, laugh a lot, and realize how blessed 

you are for what you have."
Ziglar.com

"Patriotism is supporting your country all the time and 
your government when it deserves it."

Mark Twain
"A man must be big enough to admit his mistages, 

smart enough to profit from them, and strong enough 
to correct them."
John C. Maxwell

"You have the power to make today amazing!"
Unknown 

"Just because the past didn't turn out like you wanted 
it to, it doesn't mean your future can't be better than 

you ever imagined."
Minions.com

"It's not the load that breaks you down. It's the way 
you carry it." C.S. Lewis

Moe's
       Heating
          Electric Heat Pumps
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EXCAVATING  . 308-254-3453
CONSTRUCTION . 308-254-3150

Sidney  Nebraska

P O Box 410
Oshkosh  NE  69154
Cell: 308-778-6100

Construction
Behlen Steel Buildings . New Construction . Street Paving .
Curb and Gutters . Parking Lots . Driveways
Excavating
Trenching . Backhoe Work . Dirt and Gravel Hauling . Land 
Leveling . Site Grading . Digging Basements . Sewer System   
Demolition Work . Road Grading Work . Snow Removal 
Cable Plowing . Directional Boring

NIENHUESER CONSTRUCTION
AND EXCAVATING COMPANY

Powering the Pump
Continued from 14-A

runs cleaner than a diesel-powered engine. Electric 
power plants continue to create power in cleaner 
ways. Also, the addition to the grid of alternate en-
ergy sources, such as wind and solar, provide elec-
tricity with virtually zero carbon emissions. 
An electric motor allows for the use of much lower 
carbon emission power versus a comparable diesel 
engine. The harmful environmental effects from 
internal combustion engines outnumber those from 
electricity.

 Even allowing for the lower cost of diesel 
we are experienceing at the present time, elec-
tricity is a great value.
 The true value of the convenience of an 
electric motor is difficult on which to put a price 
tag. How valuable is time to you? 

Harvest Blessings
Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours!
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       308-254-1008

Steve Wintholz, Owner
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

      .Gas Work                   .Plumbing Repair
      .Heating Repairs            .Air Conditioning
      .Water Heaters                  .New Construction
      .Remodeling                  .Fixtures

24 Hour Emergency Service
Day & Night Plumbing

                Electric Sewer and Drain Cleaning
                       Geo Thermal Heat Pumps

   Serving the Entire Directory Area

COMMERCIAL . RESIDENTIAL . INDUSTRIAL

November 2016                                                                 Wheat Belt Public Power District                                                                     14-C 

Tim's Tidbits
Tim Lindahl

General Manager

Complete Exhaust Work
Complete Brake Work
Alignments
Oil Change & Lube
Shocks and Struts
Wheels

24 Hr Farm & Road Service
4-Wheel Alignment 
      (Cars or Trucks)
Computer Balance
      (Cars/Light & Lg Trucks)
Complete Suspension Work

Most Major
Brand Tires

Michelin . Uniroyal .
Firestone. BF Goodrich 

Kelley . Good Year

Rood'sTire Center
1744 Illinois 

 Sidney  NE 69162
308-254-6127 or 800-303-6127

New Horizon Mine, and Craig Unit 1, will have an 
estimated $90 million-dollar cost in depreciation 
alone.  This cost does not include the new genera-
tion and transmission sources to replace it, nor does it 
take into account decommissioning costs.  These clo-
sures were to satisfy requirements with the Federal 
Government, State of Colorado, and the group Wild 
Earth Guardians.  The big risk to future rates will be 
the EPA’s Clean Power Plan.  The United States Su-
preme Court placed a stay on this rule until it made its 
way through the court system, so we have a tempo-
rary reprieve from these requirements and subsequent 
costs, at least for the short term.
 Last year, based on our revenue needs, Wheat 
Belt absorbed a wholesale power cost increase from 
Tri-State, which allowed us not to raise rates for 2016.  
After we had set our budget, we learned that two of 
our industrial customers were going to close.  In ad-
dition to these closures, we saw a very mild spring, 
which resulted in reduced energy sales.  We also had 
an extreme spring storm in early May, which dam-
aged a large portion of our system.  The very stormy 
start to the summer further carried some unbudget-
ed costs.  With all of these, we will need to gener-
ate more revenue to recover from these events.  We 
are still working on the fi nal amounts for the budget, 

 It is never a pleasant experience to have to 
raise rates, and we work very hard at fi nding ways 
to minimize the need for increasing rates to operate 
your district.  Wheat Belt is a cost-based organiza-
tion, meaning that every dollar that we charge in 
our rates, is used to operate the district.  If we col-
lect extra, it is reinvested in the system to help with 
reliability and upgrades.  The last revenue increase 
that we had by raising rates across the board was 
in 2012.  We have made some rate adjustments 
since then, but they have been revenue neutral to 
the district.  
 Tri-State G&T, our wholesale energy pro-
vider, has been predicting a substantial rate in-
crease for 2017.  Through various cost cutting and 
effi ciency measures, they were able to reduce the 
predicted increase to about seven percent.  At the 
Tri-State Board meeting in September, they were 
able to use some deferred revenue from previous 
years to reduce the rate increase to 4.24%.  By us-
ing a one-time deferral, it only provides a tempo-
rary reprieve from the full increase.  Most likely,  
we will see the deferred increase in 2018.  There 
will be signifi cant pressure on future rates due to 
many of the new regulations that are starting to 
have a fi nancial impact.  The recent announcement 
of the need to close our Nucla generating station, 

Happy Thanksgiving

                     Continued on 14-D
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Wheat Belt Public Power District
P O Box 177,  Sidney,  Nebraska
Serving Cheyenne, Deuel, Morrill & 
Garden Counties Electrically
Board of Directors
President
Bernie Fehringer, Sidney
Vice President
Doug Smith, Chappell
Secretary
Marcus Milanuk, Oshkosh
Treasurer
John Gortemaker, Oshkosh
Assistant Secretary
Brian Zimmerman
Directors
Mike Blomenkamp, Broadwater
Stuart Morgan, Dalton
General Manager
Tim Lindahl
Business Manager
Pam Wieser
Operations Manager/Safety Director
Earl Reilly
Chief  Financial Offi cer
Carolyn Hostetler
Staking/Construction Supervisor
Ryan Borges
Senior Meter Technician
Jeff Rosenbaum
During normal offi ce hours (7:30a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.) and after hours call:
(308) 254-5871 . (800) 261-7114
Fax: (308) 254-2384
e-mail: wheatbelt@wheatbelt.com 
www.wheatbelt.com

Diann and Jerry Steffens
email - steffenshomeinteriors@

charterinternet.com

STEFFENS HOME INTERIORS, LLC
STEFFENS APPLIANCE CENTER

929 Jackson . 909 King . Sidney, Nebraska
Sales and Installation Competitive Prices and Exceptional 

Service
Open 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday-Thursday . 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Friday

Saturday 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.
PHONE 308-254-2656 . FAX 308-254-5259

Located in Sidney's 
10th Street Square 

Casual, New York style pizzeria that is dedicated to 
providing a dining experience based on tradition, good 

service, family and fun.

824 10th Avenue . Phone 308-203-1200 facebook.com/mooseandthegoose

Clip and save

this ad. 

Present at time 

of order for 10% 

off framing.
 We Buy

Antiques!

and the additional needs to rebuild from the Spring and Summer 
storms. General infl ation also continues to increase the costs of our 
doing business.  We will be considering the 2017 rates at the Octo-
ber board meeting.
 With all of the bad, we do have some good that will help.    
The new headquarters building has not increased our need for an in-
crease, but has actually helped lower our expenses.  The tax and en-
ergy savings are reducing our costs by about $60,000 per year.  The 
new headquarters has also allowed us to reduce transportation costs, 
both in miles traveled and better fuel contracting.  Recent changes in 
the type of trucks we operate are allowing us to run the trucks longer, 
with higher residual value.  The board and the employees agreed to 
move the employees to an alternate health insurance plan, starting 
in 2017, which will save up to another $60,000 per year.  We have 
maintained a solid fi nancial reputation in the fi nance world, which 
allows us to use fi nancing as an inexpensive tool.  We are evaluating 
a proper debt strategy to optimize our revenue and rate needs that 
will further reduce the increase we need.  We also anticipate the sale 
of our old building, which will further allow us to minimize our rate 
increases in the future, when that sale occurs.  We have embarked 
on a rate strategy study with an outside consultant to provide a long-
term rate plan, to make sure we are fairly and equitably collecting 
from each class of consumer, and to provide more economical en-
ergy usage options to you.
 Our current directive is to target a rate increase for 2017 of 
under fi ve percent.  In the coming weeks, we will work extremely 
hard to make this a reality.

Tim's Tidbits Continued from Page 14-C
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