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NRECA is urging Senate Farm Bill drafters to
create a grant-loan combination program at the U.S.
Department of Agriculture to help build broadband
networks in rural America. When it comes to rural
high-speed internet, federal funding should not im-
pose restrictions on where broadband can be built nor
limit who can provide that service.

That’s the message NRECA CEO Jim Mathe-
son delivered to the Senate Agriculture Committee
that is drafting the 2018 Farm Bill.

“Expanding access to high-speed internet ser-
vice should be one of the most important elements
of the Senate Farm Bill,” Matheson said in a letter to
Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan., and Sen. Debbie Stabenow,
D-Mich., the committee chairman and ranking mem-
ber, respectively.

Matheson voiced strong opposition to adding
provisions that would prevent the use of Rural Utili-
ties Service funds to deploy broadband in areas that
have received support from the Federal Communica-
tions Commission’s Universal Service Fund, even in
areas where systems deliver substandard internet ser-
vice.

“Unfortunately, there are policy proposals be-
ing disseminated that are designed to simply protect
the status quo and will leave parts of rural America
with second-class broadband service for decades to
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come,” he told the senators.

NRECA is urging the bill drafters instead to
create a grant-loan combination program at the U.S.
Department of Agriculture that is technology-neutral
to help build broadband networks in remote parts of
the country.

“A new approach to broadband deployment is
needed to ensure that rural America does not contin-
ue to be relegated to ‘good enough for rural’ service
standards,” Matheson said, noting that some systems
only provide download/upload speeds of 10/1 or 4/1
megabits per second. The Federal Communications
Commission benchmarks fixed broadband at 25
Mbps/3Mbps.

“The people we serve in rural America rec-
ognize that without access to modern, high-speed
broadband on par with their urban counterparts, rural
competitiveness, productivity and quality of life will
suffer.”

The fate of multiyear legislation to address ag-
riculture is uncertain this year as Congress nears its
August recess. The Senate committee is expected to
finish writing a farm bill in June. The U.S. House of
Representatives failed to pass its own version of the
bill May 18.
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Safety First

BY PAM WIESER

Recommended Fireworks
Safety Tips
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Obey all local laws regarding the use of fireworks.
Know your fireworks; read the cautionary labels and per-
formance descriptions before igniting.

A responsible adult SHOULD supervise all firework ac—
tivities. Never give fireworks to children.

Alcohol and fireworks do not mix. Save your alcohol for
after the show.

Wear safety glasses when shooting fireworks.

Light one firework at a time and then quickly move away.
Use fireworks OUTDOORS in a clear area: away from buildings and vehicles.
Never relight a “dud” firework. Wait 20 minutes and then soak it in a bucket of
water.

Always have a bucket of water and charged water hose nearby.

Never carry fireworks in your POCKET or shoot them into METAL or GLASS
containers.

Do not experiment with homemade fireworks.

Dispose of spent fireworks by wetting them down and placing in a metal trash can
away from any building or combustible materials until the next day.

FAA regulations PROHIBIT the possession and transportation of fireworks in
your checked baggage or carry-on luggage.

Report illegal explosives, like M-80s and quarter sticks, to the fire or police de-
partment.

And let’s not forget the safety of our pets!

Don’t bring your pets to a fireworks display, even a small one.

If fireworks are being used near your home, put your pet in a safe, interior room
to avoid exposure to the sound.

Make sure your pet has an identification tag, in case it runs off during a fireworks
display. Taken from Fireworksafety.org
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