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Congratulations to Robert and Eleanor Lafler, our August 
“Lucky Draw Winner”!
Robert and Eleanor received a $50 credit on their account 
for their prompt payment.  If you would like to be included 
in our next drawing, and avoid a $5 delinquent fee, please 
send your payment before the 16th of the month.
For your convenience, we offer several payment options.  
Please give us a call at 308-254-5871, or visit wheatbelt.
com, and select the Customer Engagement page for more 
information.
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Rood’s Tire Center

1744 Illinois
Sidney NE 69162

308-254-6127 or 800-303-6127

     • 24 Hour Farm & Road Service  • Complete Exhaust Work
     • 4-Wheel Alignment (Cars or Trucks) • Complete Brake Work
     • Complete Suspension Work  • Alignments
     • Computer Balance (Cars/Light & Large Trucks) • Oil Change & Lube
     • Shocks and Struts  • Wheels

Most Major Brand Tires
Michelin - Uniroyal - Firestone - BF Goodrich - Kelly - Goodyear

Nebraska stands as a unique exemplar in the realm of 
energy infrastructure in the United States, owing much of 
its distinctiveness to its robust and enduring commitment 
to public power. Rooted in the principles of self-reliance, 
community empowerment, and local control, public power 
in Nebraska has played a pivotal role in shaping the state’s 
energy landscape. In this article, we delve into the con-
cept of public power in Nebraska, its historical evolution, 
its impact on communities, and its relevance in a rapidly 
evolving energy sector.
At its core, public power refers to a system of energy 
generation and distribution that is owned and operated by 
public entities, such as cooperatives, municipalities, and 
public power districts. This contrasts with investor-owned 
utilities (IOUs), which are privately owned and operated 
companies. Nebraska is the only state in the country that 
is completely served by consumer-owned public power 
systems delivering electricity as a nonprofit service.  
The roots of public power in Nebraska can be traced back 
to the early 20th century when rural communities, often 
neglected by private 
utilities, sought a 
reliable and affordable 
source of electrici-
ty. Frustrated by the 
lack of attention from 
investor-owned utili-
ties, Nebraskans took 
matters into their own 
hands. In the 1930s, 
during the height of the 
Great Depression, the 
Nebraska Legislature 
passed Senate File 310 
which provided for 
the creation of public 
power and irrigation districts.  Public power districts, such 
as Wheat Belt, came into existence to provide electricity in 
areas which had previously been denied service.
The impact of public power in Nebraska has been profound 
and far-reaching. By giving local communities control 
over their energy infrastructure, public power has fostered 
a sense of ownership and responsibility. Nebraska’s pub-
lic power entities prioritize customer needs over profits, 
resulting in more affordable rates and a focus on reliability. 
This has not only supported economic growth and devel-

Unveiling Public Power in Nebraska
A Beacon of Community-Centric Energy

opment but also 
helped keep 
energy costs 
manageable for 
both residents 
and businesses.
Additionally, 
public power 
has contributed 
significantly 
to rural electrification, bringing modern conveniences to 
remote areas and enhancing the overall quality of life. The 
model’s decentralized nature ensures that decisions are 
made based on the unique requirements and priorities of 
individual communities, enabling tailored solutions that 
may not be feasible under a centralized corporate structure.
In recent years, the concept of resilience and sustainability 
has gained prominence in the energy sector. Public pow-
er’s emphasis on local control aligns well with these goals. 
Nebraska’s public power entities have been able to swiftly 
respond to challenges such as severe weather events, main-
taining a higher level of reliability compared to some larger 
IOUs. Furthermore, public power’s community-oriented 

approach often lends 
itself to the adoption 
of renewable energy 
sources and energy 
efficiency initiatives, 
in line with the 
state’s commitment 
to environmental 
stewardship.

By: Kelli Chaon
Customer Engagement Manager
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Moe's
Brian (Moe) Moffat           Heating
   Electric Heat Pumps
   PO Box 410
   Oshkosh NE 69154
   308-772-3223
   Cell: 308-778-6100
& Air Conditioning

Despite its many advantages, public power in Nebraska faces its share of challenges. Technological advancements, chang-
ing energy consumption patterns, and an evolving regulatory landscape require constant adaptation. Ensuring a balance 
between maintaining affordable rates and investing in modern infrastructure can be a delicate task.
Looking ahead, the future of 
public power in Nebraska remains 
promising. As the energy sector 
continues to evolve, the emphasis 
on sustainability and local empow-
erment aligns well with the chang-
ing preferences of consumers and 
policymakers. Collaborative efforts 
to modernize the energy grid, inte-
grate renewable resources, and em-
brace emerging technologies will 
be crucial to the continued success 
of public power in the state.
Public power in Nebraska stands as 
a testament to the power of com-
munity-driven initiatives. From its 
humble beginnings to its role in 
providing affordable and reliable 
energy to residents across the state, 
public power embodies Nebraska’s 
spirit of self-reliance and collective 
progress. As the energy landscape 
continues to transform, Nebras-
ka’s commitment to public power 
positions it favorably to adapt, 
innovate, and continue serving as 
a beacon of community-centric 
energy.
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Our Mission
Deliver electricity safely, reliably and 

efficiently.

Credential Director cont’d from 12-A

DAY & NIGHTDAY & NIGHT
PLUMBING & HEATING, LLCPLUMBING & HEATING, LLC

Unparalleled Service Since 2002*Reliable Professionals
Commercial * Residential * Industrial

New Construction * Remodels
   Plumbing    Heating
   Air Conditioning    Geothermal Heat Pumps
   Radiant/Radiant In-Floor    Water Softeners
   Reverse Osmosis    Maintenance Agreements
   Fixtures    Water Heaters

7am-4pm * Monday-Friday * 1400 Jackson St., Sidney NE
308-254-1008 * 24-hour Emergency Service


