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On the Farm
Handle Irrigation Equipment With Care

Congratulations to Pat and DeAnn Ernest, our March 
“Lucky Draw Winner”!
Pat and DeAnn have four grown children and three 
grandchildren.  They have lived in the Dalton area over 
35 years and own and operative a farming operation.
Pat and DeAnn received a $50 credit on their account for 
their prompt payment.  If you would like to be included in 
our next drawing, and avoid a $5 delinquent fee, please 
send your payment before the 16th of the month.
For your convenience, we offer several payment options.  
Please give us a call at 308-254-5871, or visit wheatbelt.
com, and select the Customer Engagement page for more 
information.

LUCKY DRAWING

A central-pivot or other type of irrigation system is equipment 
that many farmers rely on to water crops. The systems can run 
on electricity or by other means such as diesel fuel or water 
pressure.
Wheat Belt Public Power and Safe Electricity would like to 
remind anyone in the agricultural industry that moving irriga-
tion pipes can be extremely dangerous around power lines. The 
watering pipes can be made of aluminum, a great conductor of 
electricity.
Wheat Belt and Safe Electricity offer these irrigation safety 
tips:
	 •Be extremely careful when assembling or moving 
long sections of irrigation pipes.
	 •Always consider your location and the length of the 
pipe you are holding.
	 •Make sure the pipe’s long reach will not come near or 
into contact with power lines.
	 •If the pipe touches or comes too close to a power line, 
you could be electrocuted.
	 •Do not store, handle or assemble irrigation pipes un-
der or near overhead power lines.
	 •In fact, do not store (or park) anything under power 
lines.
Installation and 
Maintenance
Although farmers 
are usually great 
at fixing anything 
and everything, 
it’s a good idea to 
have a qualified 
electrician install 
and maintain your 
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Rood’s Tire Center

1744 Illinois
Sidney NE 69162

308-254-6127 or 800-303-6127

     • 24 Hour Farm & Road Service		 • Complete Exhaust Work
     • 4-Wheel Alignment (Cars or Trucks)	 • Complete Brake Work
     • Complete Suspension Work		  • Alignments
     • Computer Balance (Cars/Light & Large Trucks)	 • Oil Change & Lube
     • Shocks and Struts		  • Wheels

Most Major Brand Tires
Michelin - Uniroyal - Firestone - BF Goodrich - Kelly - Goodyear

Moe's
Brian (Moe) Moffat           Heating
			   Electric Heat Pumps
			   PO Box 410
			   Oshkosh NE 69154
			   308-772-3223
			   Cell: 308-778-6100
& Air Conditioning

DAY & NIGHTDAY & NIGHT
PLUMBING & HEATING, LLCPLUMBING & HEATING, LLC

Unparalleled Service Since 2002*Reliable Professionals
Commercial * Residential * Industrial

New Construction * Remodels
   Plumbing    Heating
   Air Conditioning    Geothermal Heat Pumps
   Radiant/Radiant In-Floor    Water Softeners
   Reverse Osmosis    Maintenance Agreements
   Fixtures    Water Heaters

7am-4pm * Monday-Friday * 1400 Jackson St., Sidney NE
308-254-1008 * 24-hour Emergency Service

Spring has sprung, which means we are much more active 
outdoors. May is Electric Safety month,  here are a few 
good reminders when working and playing outside: know 
what’s below before you dig (dial 8-1-1 to have your local 
electric or national guess company representative mark the 
location of underground lines for free), never touch downed 
power lines, watch for overhead power lines, do not over-
load outdoor electrical and/or extension cords or allow them 
to run through water or snow on the ground.
From an electric worker’s perspective our employees at-
tend a safety meeting each month. Topics include personal 
grounding, personal protective equipment, working on/near 
roadways, pneumatic and hydraulic tool safety, bucket truck 
and pole top rescue, and much more. One key component 
of safety is relationship building to gain trust, as trust is a 
large component to a safe work environment. In March, we 
took a bit of time to interact differently than normal for rela-
tionship and trust building. After our quarterly all-employee 
meeting the employees broke into teams for an egg drop 
challenge. They had a great time, engineering and creating 
a safe place for their egg before being dropped. We’ve in-
cluded a few pictures that we hope you enjoy.

May Is Electric Safety Month
By: Lacey Gulbranson
General Manager/CEO
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Our Mission
Deliver electricity safely, reliably and 

efficiently.

On The Farm cont’d from 12-A
irrigation’s electricals, which must meet the National Electrical 
Code. Hire one who is experienced and well-versed in irriga-
tion systems.
You might take for granted your irrigation electricals are work-
ing properly, but they need proper attention:
	 •If your electrically driven center pivot system is not 
working correctly, it could be deadly or hazardous.
	 •If electrical equipment or wiring is faulty, you could 
get shocked or electrocuted.
	 •Irrigation systems run by an electric motor must be 
properly grounded with copper piping.
	 •A system’s electricals should have a fuse or some 
means of disconnection.
	 •If lightning strikes your irrigation equipment, it could 
mean that the system is no longer grounded.
	 •Always shut off and lock the master control switch 
before servicing the machine.
	 •Inspect the pump and wiring before the start of each 
irrigation season and consult your electrician with any con-
cerns.
In general, talk to everyone in your family (including kids and 
teens) about the dangers of moving pipes. Teach irrigation safe-
ty to all staff and seasonal workers. Family members or work-
ers might try to rearrange pipes for coverage or move them to 
free an animal and not realize how close they are to an over-
head power line. In addition, they may try to use an electrical 
system that is damaged or not properly grounded.
We care about your safety. Please contact us with any concerns 
about electrical issues, power lines, irrigation equipment or any 
other safety concerns related to electricity.
For more information about electrical safety, go to Safe-
Electricity.org.


