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Wheat Belt Board Approves 
2026 Rate Adjustment to Offset 
Rising Power Costs

At the October board meeting the 
Wheat Belt Public Power District 
board of directors approved a rate 
increase for 2026. This rate increase 
is expected to bring in an additional 
6.6% revenue increase for 2026. This 
increase in revenue was approved 
to offset the rising wholesale power 
costs we have from Tri-State Gener-
ation & Transmission. Wheat Belt’s 
wholesale power costs have increased 
10% in the past two years and un-
fortunately, we are expecting a large 
increase in wholesale power costs 
again for 2027.
What does Wheat Belt’s 2026 rate 
increase mean to you if you don’t 
change energy consumption habits? 
Residential customers on average 
will see an increase of roughly $7.50/
month. Irrigation customers will see 
$300-$800 increase per irrigation sea-
son, depending on if you are operat-
ing using time of use rate signals.

LUCKY DRAWING

Congratulations to Ben and Cindy Barnhart, our October 
“Lucky Draw Winner”!
The Barnharts have been valued Wheat Belt customers 
on the South Divide since 1993. Ben and Cindy have five 
children and six grandchildren ranging in age from 4 to 
20. Their son Tyler Barnhart and son-in-law Sean 
Fehringer work alongside Ben on the family operation, 
B&S Farms. Ben, who previously worked at Haas Hops 
Products until it closed, is now a full-time farmer and 
raises butcher hogs for sale. Cindy enjoyed a long career 
with the City of Sidney, where she worked for 38 years 
before retiring in 2021. 
In their free time, the Barnharts love spending time with 
family and taking occasional getaways to Lake 
McConaughey and Blackhawk, Colorado.
The Barnharts received a $50 credit on their account for 
their prompt payment. If you would like to be included in 
our next drawing, and avoid a $5 delinquent fee, please 
send your payment before the 16th of the month.
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Take Control and Save
With Wheat Belt’s Time-of-Use Rates
Wheat Belt Public Power District customers now 
have more power than ever to manage their en-
ergy costs! All of our rate schedules now include 
Time-of-Use (TOU) pricing, giving residential, ir-
rigation, and commercial customers the ability to 
save money by shifting when they use electricity.
Here’s how it works: 
Energy costs vary depending on when you use it. 
During times of high demand—called on-peak 
hours—energy costs more. When demand is low-
er, off-peak hours offer reduced rates. By moving 
some of your energy use to off-peak times, you 
can lower your monthly bill.
Peak Hours: Monday through Saturday, 1:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Off-Peak Hours: All other times, including all 
day Sunday and the following holidays: New 
Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas 
Day.
That means tasks like running large equipment, charging vehicles, doing laundry, or irrigating can cost less when done 
during off-peak hours. Even small adjustments—like pre-cooling your home before 1 p.m. or running sprinklers later in 
the evening—can add up to real savings over time
Your power, your choice.
By taking advantage of TOU rates, you can make smart energy decisions that benefit your household, your operation, 
and the entire electric system. Together, we can reduce strain during peak hours, use energy more efficiently, and keep 
costs stable for everyone.

By:  Kelli Chaon, Customer Engagement Manager
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Wheat Belt Board Approves 2026 Rates cont’d from 3-A

•	 John Krajewski from JK Energy Consulting, LLC, 
presented the updated Cost of Service proposal to the 
Board during the budget hearing.  The proposal is to 
increase our overall rates by 6.6% to cover the cost-of-
service increase from Tri-State.

•	 The Board unanimously voted to approve the 6.6% rate 
increase for 2026.  

•	 Tim Jones presented the updated budget during the bud-
get hearing for the Board.  The final approval of the 
2026 Budget will take place at the November Board 
Meeting.

•	 The Large Item Budget was presented to the Board for 
approval by Jones.  The 2026-2029 Large Item Budget 
was approved unanimously by the board.  

•	 Basin Electric Power Cooperative was in attendance 
to present power supply information and options to the 
board.  Wheat Belt is in the process of evaluating our 
options for power supply to best serve our customers.

•	 A strategic plan initiative update was presented to the 
board regarding; Strengthen Governance. (See update 
on page 3-C)

Changing energy consumption habits…beginning in 2026 
nearly all rates have a time of use component meaning 
energy costs more during peak periods and costs less when 
energy demand is lower. Meaning you can consume energy 
at night, in the morning and on Sundays for a lower cost 
than you can in the middle of the day and in the evening. 
Check out our rates on our website for more information. 
And be looking for additional information in your mailbox 
and on our Facebook page.
Happy Holidays: During this time of year, we reflect on 
the things we are thankful for, and we tend to spend more 
time with family and eating too much. For those of you 
who have suffered tragedy or loss in the last year, we un-
derstand this may be a difficult time for you and your fami-
ly, know our hearts go out to all of you in this situation.
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Our Mission
Deliver electricity safely, reliably and 

efficiently.


