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COMING SOON!
COLD WATER CREEK 

SUBSTATION
 
 Recently the Wheat Belt Board of Directors ap-
proved a plan to build a new substation to improve 
service in the northwest portion of the district. The 
advantages are many, so we have included the list 
from our Engineer, Bob McDonald, at Electrical Sys-
tems Consultants with whom we work closely on the 
design of our system. The substation is a joint venture 
with Tri-State G & T, our power supplier. 

•	 Reduces the circuit length by up to 20 miles in some 
areas.

•	 There’s a large amount of voltage drop and voltage 
levels can be low during peak usage despite maxi-
mum support from capacitors and regulators.  The 
new substation corrects this.

•	 Lowers the system thermal losses.
•	 Defers or eliminates the need to rebuild the 1/0 

ACSR portion of the Covalt east circuit.  This is a 
very long circuit, so this would be quite expensive.

•	 Improves the service reliability of the area in terms 
of both momentary (i.e. fewer blinks) and permanent 
outages.

•	 The	existing	system	is	max’ed	out	and	no	significant	
amounts of load can be added.  The new substation 
allows for a large amount of new load to be served.

•	 Area was always intended to have the additional sub-
station.

•	 Makes Bob a happy camper because his computer 
model of the area will stop melting down! As Bob 
has retired, we shared a bit of his humor, and want 
to publicly thank him for his many years of work-
ing with Wheat Belt staff on projects ranging from 
rates to cost of service to maintenance and design. 

 Congratulations to Scott 
and Tiffany Zorn, our July “Lucky 
Winners!” The Zorns have a farm-
ing and ranching operation.  They 
have three children. Their two 
sons have returned to help with 
the family operations, and their 
daughter will be a Sophomore at 
Garden County High School.
 The Zorns receive a $50 
credit for their prompt payment.   
 If you would like to be in-
cluded in our next drawing, and 
avoid the $5 delinquent fee, your 
payment	must	be	in	our	office	by	
the 18th of the month.  For your 
convenience, we offer several 
payment options. Please give us 
a call or visit wheatbelt.com, 
and select the Customer Services 
menu.  



& Air Conditioning

Brian (Moe) 
Moffat
     308-772-3223

Moe's
       Heating
          Electric Heat Pumps
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P O Box 410
Oshkosh  NE  69154
Cell: 308-778-6100

Quotes to Ponder
"Most bullies have an arsenal of phrases and words that 
have worked effectively all their lives! So remember, that 

standing on principal is stronger than any of 
their words."

Unknown
"Values are the steady currency that earns us the all-
important rewards of self-respect and peace of mind."

Peter Buffett
"Always leave enough time in your life to do something 

that makes you happy."
Paul Hawken

"When you improve your community, you improve the lives 
within it."
Unknown

 "There is only one thing more precious than our time, 
and that's who we spend it on."

Leo Christopher
"Chocolate comes from cacao, which is a tree, that 

makes it a plant. Chocolate is a salad." 
Unknown

"Use positive thoughts to change the doom and gloom 
in your head. It is within your own control if you will just 

believe it!"  Unknown

September 20, 21 and 22
Friday: 5:00pm Potato Bar (Leyton School) 

Hosted by Legion Auxiliary 
VolleyBall and Glow Walk

Saturday: Parade (10:00am) Root beer floats 
(1:00pm), bingo, and Free Barbecue (4:30pm) 

(Goodwill donations) Games, Horseshoe 
Tournament, Kid games - Street DancE 

(8:30pm)
sunday: Pancake feed (11:00am) Leyton High 

School hosted by Boy Scouts Troup 92
Dalton Fire Dept. Feed (5:00pm)

Don't Miss 
the Dalton 

Fall Festival
September 20,21, 

and 22
For a full list of 

events, go to the 
wheat belt 

facebook page or
www.wheatbelt.com
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       308-254-1008

Steve Wintholz, Owner
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

      .Gas Work                   .Plumbing Repair
      .Heating Repairs            .Air Conditioning
      .Water Heaters                  .New Construction
      .Remodeling                  .Fixtures

24 Hour Emergency Service
Day & Night Plumbing

                Electric Sewer and Drain Cleaning
                       Geo Thermal Heat Pumps

   Serving the Entire Directory Area

COMMERCIAL . RESIDENTIAL . INDUSTRIAL
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Tim Lindahl
General Manager

Tim's Tidbits

Complete Exhaust Work
Complete Brake Work
Alignments
Oil Change & Lube
Shocks and Struts
Wheels

24 Hr Farm & Road Service
4-Wheel Alignment 
      (Cars or Trucks)
Computer Balance
      (Cars/Light & Lg Trucks)
Complete Suspension Work

Most Major
Brand Tires

Michelin . Uniroyal .
Firestone. BF Goodrich 

Kelley . Good Year

Rood'sTire Center
1744 Illinois 

 Sidney  NE 69162
308-254-6127 or 800-303-6127

The
NEED 
Project

 Attention Teachers - Mark your calen-
dar for the 2020 NEED Conference! The NEED 
Conference historically has been held in late June. The 
National Energy Education Development (NEED) Project 
is	a	nonprofit	education	association	with	over	30	years	of	
experience in energy education and curriculum develop-
ment. NEED's materials and programs are an integral part 
of the energy education process in 65,000 classrooms na-
tionwide.
 NEED works with the education community and the 
energy industry to design and distribute comprehensive, 
objective, hands-on, inquiry-based education materials. 
NEED conducts student and teacher training programs, 
provides evaluation tools and recognizes outstanding stu-
dent and teacher achievement for grades K-12.
 NEED materials are designed to meet the diverse 
needs and learning styles of students. They are teacher-
tested to ensure success in the classroom and are correlated 
to the National Science Education Content Standards and 
to state standards.
 The mission of NEED is to promote an energy 
conscious and educated society by creating networks of 
students, educators and businesses, government and com-
munity leaders to design and deliver objective, multi-sided 
education programs.
  The conference is held at Tri-State G & T located in 
Westminster,	Colorado.	Teachers	confirmed	to	attend	will	
be provided lodging at a nearby hotel. Tri-State will sub-
mit a rooming list to the hotel, and handle all reservations. 

 The Goal of the conference is to expand educa-
tor's knowledge of the following subjects related to 
energy:
 The science of energy, forms of energy, and en-
ergy transformations
 Renewable and nonrenewable energy resourc-
es, their development, use, and impact on economics 
and environment
 Generation and transmission of electricity
 Development and use of transportation fuels 
and the connection of all fuels to the economy and 
the environment
	 Efficient	use	of	 energy	and	 the	use	of	 energy	
technologies for conservation and reduction of waste
 The conference will also integrate energy cur-
riculum materials into classrooms at any grade level 
and with any group of students and with all learning 
styles.
 Participants receive the training and materials 
to implement innovative hands-on energy units for 
their classrooms, multiple-disciplinary teams, and 
after-school programs. (Guest Editorial - Pam Wieser)

Details	will	be	sent	with	confirmation	of	conference	par-
ticipation. Participants traveling from more than 50 miles, 
will be provided lodging the nights of the conference.
 Breakfast and lunch will be provided during the 
conference and some dinners as well. Tri-State will also 
reimburse	mileage	for	travel	up	to	$300.	Tri-State	and		
NEED are working together to secure graduate credit; 
however, the teachers will be responsible for covering the 
cost of the units. Basically, there is little to no cost to the 
educators in the Tri-State service area to participate.

Have some fun! 
September 5 

A Night Out in Gurley
5:00 pm to 7:30 pm

Stop at the Gurley Fire Hall First

The Event will be held at the Fire Hall
and

The Gurley Village Hall

Have fun, meet your friends, and make 
this event a great success!
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Wheat Belt Public Power District
P O Box 177,  Sidney,  Nebraska
Serving parts of Cheyenne, Deuel, Morrill, Gar-
den, Arthur and Keith Counties

Board of Directors
President
Bernie Fehringer, Sidney
Vice President
Stuart Morgan, Dalton
Secretary
Brian Zimmerman, Big Springs
Treasurer
John Gortemaker, Oshkosh
Assistant Secretary
Mike Blomenkamp, Broadwater
Directors
Brian "Moe" Moffat, Oshkosh
Doug Smith, Chappell
General Manager
Tim Lindahl
Business Manager
Pam Wieser
Operations Manager/Safety Director
Earl Reilly
Chief  Financial Officer
Carolyn Hostetler
Staking/Construction Supervisor
Ryan Borges
Senior Meter Technician
Jeff Rosenbaum
During normal office hours (7:30a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.) and after hours call:
(308) 254-5871 . (800) 261-7114
Fax: (308) 254-2384

Located in Sidney's 
10th Street Square 

Casual, New York style pizzeria that is dedicated to 
providing a dining experience based on tradition, good 

service, family and fun.

824 10th Avenue . Phone 308-203-1200 facebook.com/mooseandthegoose

Clip and save

this ad. 

Present at time 

of order for 10% 

off framing.
 We Buy

Antiques!

Orphan Grain Train
to Distribute Donation to 
Kearney Flood relief Efforts
         
       On Saturday, August 
4, a contribution on behalf 
of Wheat Belt Public Pow-
er District, in the amount 
of $1,020, was made to 
the Orphan Grain Train to 
benefit	 the	 Kearney	 Flood	
Relief project. Brian Zim-
merman, Wheat Belt Public 
Power District’s Treasurer 
and Director from the Big 
Springs area, presented the check to Brad Brackhan, the Rocky Moun-
tain Branch Manager of the Orphan Grain Train.  Pictured from left to 
right are Brad Brackhan, Branch Manager; Brian Zimmerman, Wheat 
Belt PPD Director; Dick Dawson, Grain Train Warehouse Manager; and 
Muriel Nelson, Secretary.
 The donation was presented on behalf of Wheat Belt PPD by the 
Touchstone Energy Cooperative as part of their Hot Air Balloon Project. 
The	balloon’s	professional	flight	team	had	been	invited	to	the	2019	Gold	
Rush Days in Sidney, although, the balloon was not able to be launched 
due to weather.
 The Touchstone Energy Balloon is designed to provide a highly 
visible means of demonstrating good corporate citizenship at local civic 
and philanthropic events. Tri-State G & T, Wheat Belt’s power supplier, 
sponsors the balloon on behalf of their member systems when avail-
able.	This	was	the	first	time	Wheat	Belt	PPD	received	the	sponsorship.	A	
monetary contribution is made to a local charity on behalf of the spon-
soring Touchstone Energy member. 


