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Strategic Planning 
  IT Roadmap: Cybersecurity ULBRANSON

By Lacey Gulbranson, 

Energy Optimization Specialist

 On July 19th, Capital One 
credit card customer data was 
breached. In the breach, roughly 
140,000 U.S. credit card customers’ 
social security data was breached, 
and an additional one million Cana-
dian credit card customers’ data was 
compromised.  
 In years past, we have heard 
of similar events from Target, Home Depot and more. In this rapidly 
changing technological age, it is vital Wheat Belt protects customer 
data the best we can. Cyber security has been a top priority for the 
past several years, and we continually look for ways to improve. In 
many cases, employees are the first line of defense from spam e-mail 
to suspicious internet content to unknown visitors in the building. 
Therefore, Wheat Belt has partnered with a company to help train 
employees to become more aware of how to detect potential breaches. 
First, employees and board members were sent a fake spam e-mail 
to baseline the company’s click through rate (in this case clicking on 
the link was a bad thing). We learned we have some improvements 
to make, and that we are better than the average company. Next, our 
employees and board members will take online training to learn how 
to better detect scams. By the end of the year, we plan to have the 
initial training completed and supporting operating policies in place.
  Our note to customers – if something seems odd with an 
e-mail, there is a great chance it is spam: don’t click on the links, 
don’t open the attachments and don’t reply to that e-mail. Contact the 
person in another way (even if it is just a new e-mail) or go directly 
to a website through a web browser rather than clicking provided 
links.

 We have printed the 
Lucky Winner Drawing in-
formation on the following 
page. We are so fortunate to 
live and serve in rural West-
ern Nebraska. 
 Thank you Dennis 
and Renee Peters for your 
thoughtful words!



& Air Conditioning

Brian (Moe) 
Moffat
     308-772-3223

Moe's
       Heating
          Electric Heat Pumps
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P O Box 410
Oshkosh  NE  69154
Cell: 308-778-6100

Quotes to Ponder
"Be humble and kind. Isn't it funny how those most 

critical have never walked in the shoes of those 
they condemn. Nor would they want to."

Unknown
"It takes strength not to be corrupted by 

position and power."
Peter Buffett

"How was I supposed to know that a stress ball wasn't 
for throwing at the person stressing your out?."

Unknown
"I feel safe sharing any secrets with my husband. He 

either isn't listening or forgets?"
Unknown

 "Wouldn't it be nice if people would hold themselves 
to the same standards they hold everyone else, you 

should have no fear of perfection - you'll never 
reach it." Salvador Dali

"I love winter, you don't look so strange in the baggy 
sweatshirts you use to cover your stomach." 

Unknown
"The squirrels have been gathering nuts for winter, and 

I haven't seen you for a couple months -coincidence? 
I think not!" Unknown

 Congratulations to Dennis and Renee 
Peters, our September “Lucky Winners”!  The 
Peters have one son, Jordan and one daughter, 
Justine Jobman.  They are in agriculture, farm-
ing both dryland and irrigated operations.  The 
Peters are third generation Cheyenne County 
Wheat Belt customers.
 Instead of sharing their interest and hob-
bies, they asked to share the following:  “Wheat 
Belt holds their customers and employees in high 
regard.  Employees care about their customers 
and their jobs, something you cannot buy; and 
customers are valued not an account number.  
WB crews go out into nature’s worst conditions 
to restore power, when 95% are heading for cov-
er, and if not extremely careful, could be fatal.  
We are proud to be served by Wheat Belt.”
 The Peters have received a $50 credit for 
their prompt payment.  If you would like to be 
included in our next drawing, and avoid the $5 
delinquent fee, please send your payment before 
the 15th of the month.  For your convenience 
we offer several options. Please give us a call 
or visit wheatbelt.com and select the Customer 
Services menu.  
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       308-254-1008

Steve Wintholz, Owner
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

      .Gas Work                   .Plumbing Repair
      .Heating Repairs            .Air Conditioning
      .Water Heaters                  .New Construction
      .Remodeling                  .Fixtures

24 Hour Emergency Service
Day & Night Plumbing

                Electric Sewer and Drain Cleaning
                       Geo Thermal Heat Pumps

   Serving the Entire Directory Area

COMMERCIAL . RESIDENTIAL . INDUSTRIAL
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Tim Lindahl
General Manager

Tim's Tidbits

Complete Exhaust Work
Complete Brake Work
Alignments
Oil Change & Lube
Shocks and Struts
Wheels

24 Hr Farm & Road Service
4-Wheel Alignment 
      (Cars or Trucks)
Computer Balance
      (Cars/Light & Lg Trucks)
Complete Suspension Work

Most Major
Brand Tires

Michelin . Uniroyal .
Firestone. BF Goodrich 

Kelley . Good Year

Rood'sTire Center
1744 Illinois 

 Sidney  NE 69162
308-254-6127 or 800-303-6127

 It is unfortunate that not everyone has the op-
portunity to be part of a public power system, where 
they have a say in the direction, have a financial in-
terest in the company, are able to keep more of their 
hard earned money, and where providing such a crit-
ical product is done so with the customer in mind, as 
affordably and responsibly as is practical.  
 Electricity is the most important foundation 
for a modern society, and critical to the economic vi-
tality of communities. A customer driven, customer 
owned, and not-for-profit business model provides 
the most opportunity for this foundation to be built 
upon. These are some of the core values 
of a public power system.  Nebraska is the 
only state in America where 100 percent 
of the electricity is provided to its electric 
consumers at cost and with local control.
 Every aspect of our day-to-day 
lives relies on electricity being available 
and being affordable. This was not always 
the case for many people in the United 
States. As the benefits of electricity were 
realized and needed for all communities, 
the concept of publicly owned and not-for-
profit energy companies or public power 
systems emerged as a way to have grass-
roots driven buildouts to the customers 

that were without electricity. At the time (and still to-
day), it was not profitable for utilities to advance elec-
tricity to more people in all communities. 
  A way to ensure that electricity was not only 
available to everyone, but affordable, was to remove 
the profit motive from the economics and work togeth-
er with other public power entities to share resources. 
In cases where there is excess revenue over the cost, 
that money is either reinvested into the electric sys-
tem or given back to the consumers who purchased 
the electricity.

100% 
Public Power

Uniquely
Nebraskan
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Wheat Belt Public Power District
P O Box 177,  Sidney,  Nebraska
Serving parts of Cheyenne, Deuel, Morrill, Gar-
den, Arthur and Keith Counties

Board of Directors
President
Bernie Fehringer, Sidney
Vice President
Stuart Morgan, Dalton
Secretary
Brian Zimmerman, Big Springs
Treasurer
John Gortemaker, Oshkosh
Assistant Secretary
Mike Blomenkamp, Broadwater
Directors
Brian "Moe" Moffat, Oshkosh
Doug Smith, Chappell
General Manager
Tim Lindahl
Business Manager
Pam Wieser
Operations Manager/Safety Director
Earl Reilly
Chief  Financial Officer
Carolyn Hostetler
Staking/Construction Supervisor
Ryan Borges
Senior Meter Technician
Jeff Rosenbaum
During normal office hours (7:30a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.) and after hours call:
(308) 254-5871 . (800) 261-7114
Fax: (308) 254-2384

Located in Sidney's 
10th Street Square 

Casual, New York style pizzeria that is dedicated to 
providing a dining experience based on tradition, good 

service, family and fun.

824 10th Avenue . Phone 308-203-1200 facebook.com/mooseandthegoose

Clip and save

this ad. 

Present at time 

of order for 10% 

off framing.
 We Buy

Antiques!

 Please be aware that damage caused by cattle in forage 
fields, such as corn or sunflower stalks, will be repaired, and the 
property owner or leasee will be invoiced for the repairs. 
Charging for cattle damage.
 Over the years, Wheat Belt PPD has had to replace meter 
loops and other equipment damaged by livestock rubbing on the 
uprotected equipment located in fields.
 With the costs of replacing a meter loop being over $500, 
Wheat Belt PPD will start charging the customer for damage to 
our equipment that could have been prevented by fencing off the 
meter pole, transformer pole or padmount transformer.
 Landowners will get a one-time waiver of costs for dam-
age to Wheat Belt’s equipment; however, tenants or leasees of 
corn stalks or other fields used as forage, will not get a one-time 
grace. They will be charged for the damage.
 As with all Wheat Belt PPD accounts, the landowner is 
responsible for the service. Landowners that lease their corn 
stalks or other feed, should either fence their services or require 
the renters to fence around the meter pole, transformer pole or 
pad mount transformer.
 If you have any questions, please contact Earl Reilly at 
the Wheat Belt PPD office.

Damage to Wheat Belt Equipment 


