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Earl Reilly

Operations Manager and
Safety Director

COLDWATER
CREEK
SUBSTATION
UPDATE

Wheat Belt Public Power District was researching
new ways to improve our service reliability in the
northwest portion of our District when talks with
Tri-State G&T (our power supplier) about building
a new substation began in July 2017. A suitable
site had to be located and all logistics had to be
worked out and finalized before the Wheat Belt
Board of Directors approved the build.

Wheat Belt and Tri-State G&T, in a joint venture,
began construction of the new Coldwater Creek
Substation in Morrill County in February 2020.
The original completion date was the beginning of
June 2020. However, the impacts of COVID-19
pushed that date into the later part of the month.
With a few finishing work items to complete, our
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DRAWING WINNER

Congratulations to Darrell and Kelly Koehn, our June
“Lucky Winners”! The Koehns have received a $50
credit for their prompt payment.

Darrell and Kelly were both born and raised in
Cheyenne County and graduated from High School
together in 1992.

Their roots here are deep and both have family that
homesteaded in this area.

The Koehns have four children and two grandsons.
They live on the homestead with their chickens and
beehives.

Darrell and Kelly are anxiously awaiting for their
eldest son’s return from his service in the United
States Marine Corps sometime this winter.

If you would like to be included in our next drawing,
and avoid the $5 delinquent fee, please send your
payment before the 15th of the month. In addition to
Pay Your Bill Online, we offer several other options.

Please give us a call or visit wheatbelt.com, and
select the Customer Engagement menu.

P.O. BOX 177, 11306 RD 32, SIDNEY, NE 69162

308.254.5871
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800.261.7114

wheatbelt@wheatbelt.com

www.wheatbelt.com
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goal is to have the substation energized by the end
of July 2020.

Advantages of our new substation include:

* Reduced circuit length, in some areas up to 20
miles

* Increased voltage levels and fewer voltage
drops

* Improved service reliability
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WHy Is My Power Out?

A storm or a squirrel may be to blame. When the
power goes out, we work hard to resume service
as safely and quickly as possible. Here are some
common reasons the power goes out:

StorMms: Mother Nature can interfere with power
delivery.

TREES & VEGETATION: This is why we work so hard
to keep power lines clear.

ANIMALS: Curious animals can cause damage,
especially squirrels.

AccIDENTS: Run-ins with a utility pole or other
equipment can cause an outage.

PusLic DAMAGE: Unsafe digging, equipment or
line damage, vandalism or theft can all interfere.

OVERLOAD: This happens when demand spikes,
like on a hot summer day.

EQuUIPMENT IssuEs: We maintain and inspect
equipment regularly, but sometimes malfunctions
occur.

Thank you for your patience during outages.

Information from “SafeElectricity.org”.

Brian (Moe) Moffat Heating
e Electric Heat Pumps
s( ). PO Box 410
$ >/~ " Oshkosh NE 69154
o 308-772-3223
Cell: 308-778-6100

' irLCon»ditioning

JENNIFER ELLIOTT, D.V.M.
Dr.Elliotti@CAHSidney.com
308-254-4998 284 Illinois Street

www. CAHSidney.com Sidney, NE 69162
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Community Bank
A new direction in banking.
Proudly serving western Nebraska
from these convenient locations:

Sidney Kimball
809 lllinois Street, Phone: (308)254-7110 201 South Chestnut, Phone: (308)235-3663
420 Glover Road, Phone: {308)254-5100 Chappell

Dalton 774 2nd Streel, Phone: (308)874-2215
301 Main Street, Phene: (308)377-2313  Lisco
Bndinon 102 Coldwater, Phone: (308)772-3226

Facebook

Member FDIC @

LENDER

www . pwcbank.com
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Timothy Lindahl
General Manager/CEO

Tim’s Tidbits

THE PRICE OF THE
STORMS

Wheat Belt is operated at cost, meaning we take our expected
costs to serve electricity to you and develop a budget to set
rates to cover those costs. In an effort to keep our rates as low
as possible, we do not build in much cushion for unexpected
events. We do build in a slightamount for unexpected items such
as individual storms. Setting rates this way allows us to keep
our rates low, but the trade off is when there are several large
unexpected events, such as the storms we have experienced
in the past nine months, we do not recover enough revenue
to cover the costs. We utilize many financial tools to keep the
system running, including debt. Utilizing debt, especially with
the low interest rates we are seeing today, allows us to keep
rates stable while tackling the rebuild of an aging system. One
requirement of our debt is that we operate the financial part of
our system in a manner that is sufficient to the holders of our
debt. We predict the costs and the corresponding revenue by
utilizing a long term forecast. This forecast looks at history,
weather, changes in consumer behavior, and growth to give
us guidance on predicting the costs of the future. This works
well as it does account for some major unexpected events in
the past, but again, does not contemplate several unexpected
events, such as the storms that we have experienced since
November.

Our events started last November when we had a significant
ice storm. This storm was followed by an additional one in
December. Since these occurred at the end of the year, most

of the expenses were required to be booked in 2020 as repairs
were finalized. This put unexpected cost pressure into the 2020
budget. Fast forward a little and we saw a significant event
again in March. We have also had two significant storms in
June due to the high straight line winds. Some of these storms
exceeded a cost of $200,000 each, which in and of itself, can
easily be absorbed, but in total, create a problem. We also still
have the remainder of the year to go. Unfortunately, we cannot
calculate our needs on a rolling basis, we must do so within a
fiscal year, starting fresh each January 1.

In an effort to maintain our financial requirements, we have
implemented several cost containment measures. Since
everything we spend is essential, it is difficult to cut much
out of our expenses, however, we do have the opportunity to
delay some expenses and we have done just that. We will
continue to cut where we can, where it does not impact safety,
reliability, or efficiency. We will also continue to delay certain
expenditures until such time as we have proper funding.
After this though, we determined that we would not be able
to meet financial requirements with this alone, so your Board
of Directors approved implementing an adder to the rates to
ensure we have enough revenue to meet our requirements
for the remainder of the year. This increase will take effect
with usage beginning August 1st, which will show on your
September 1st statement. You will see this line on your bill,
titled “Storm Recovery”. This amount will be considered by
the Board each month throughout the remainder of 2020, and
may be adjusted or eliminated based on the needs to meet our
requirements. The alternative solution is to set our rates higher
all of the time so that we have the ability to weather several
events, but ultimately, | believe it is better to keep our rates low,
letting you keep that money, and only add it to the rates when
absolutely necessary. It is never easy to do a rate increase,
and especially when it is done in the middle of a year, but |
hope | have provided you with some understanding on why it is
needed. Thank you for your patience during these storms and
for keeping Western Nebraska a great place to be.

DAY & NIGHT )
< PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC
2 Unparalleled Service Since 2002*Reliable Professionals

COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL * INDUSTRIAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION * REMODELS
¢ Heating

¢ Geothermal Heat Pumps
¢ Water Softeners

¢ Plumbing
¢ Air Conditioning
¢ Radiant/Radiant In-Floor
¢ Reverse Osmosis ¢ Maintenance Agreements
¢ Fixtures ¢ Water Heaters
7am-4pm * Monday-Friday * 1400 Jackson St., Sidney NE
\_ 308-254-1008 * 24-hour Emergency Service J

Roob’s TIRE CENTER

* 24 Hour Farm & Road Service * Complete Exhaust Work
* 4-Wheel Alignment (Cars or Trucks) * Complete Brake Work
* Complete Suspenseion Work ¢ Alignments

» Computer Balance (CarsiLight & Large Trucks) ® Oil Change & Lube
* Shocks and Struts *Wheels

Most Major Brand Tires
Michelin - Uniroyal - Firestone - BF Goodrich - Kelly - Goodyear

1744 lllinois
Sidney NE 69162
308-254-6127 or 800-303-6127
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When the power goes out, line crews work hard to restore service Bernie Fehringer, Sidney
as quickly and safely as possible. Complete the fill-in-the-blank VICE PRESIDENT

activity below to learn about the steps of power restoration. Use
the word bank if you need help, and check your work in the

Brian Zimmerman, Big Springs

SECRETARY
answer key. Brian “Moe” Moffat, Oshkosh
WoRD BANK: distribution transformer TREASURER
fransmission  pads substations John Gortemaker, Oshkosh
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
1. High-voltage lines are the Mike Blomenkamp, Broadwater
= large towers and cables that supply power to the DIRECTORS
greatest number of consumer-members. They Doug Smith, Chappell
rarely fail, but if they do, they have to be repaired Stuart Morgan, Dalton

first.

4
4
4

\j \]
7 STAFF
GENERAL MANAGER / CEO

Tim Lindahl

MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES &
BUSINESS STRATEGIES

2. Next, crews inspect distribution
for damage. They determine if the problem stems
from the lines feeding into the equipment itself, or
if the problem is further down the line.

3. If the problem still can’t be pinpointed, Lacey Gulbranson
_ power lines are inspected. CUSTOMER ENGAGEMENT MANAGER
These are the lines you typically see on the side Kelli Chaon

of the road that deliver power to communities. OPERATIONS MANAGER / SAFETY DIRECTOR

Earl Reilly

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Carolyn Hostetler

STAKING / CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISOR
Ryan Borges

MANAGER OF TECHNOLOGIES

4. |f the power outage persists, supply lines
(also known as tap lines) are inspected. These
lines deliver power to transformers that are either
mounted on poles or placed on

for underground electric service.

5. If your home remains without power, the service Jim Weeda
line betweenthe _________ and your home OFFICE HOURS: 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
may need repairs. P 308.254.5871 + T 800.261.7114 + F 308.254.2384
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VisiT Us IN DALTON! | |
Made to Order Deli Sandwiches
In-House Ground/Hand Cut Meats | — - I
Groceries & Supplies The Moose & The Goose Gallery
Nebraska Products & Gifts | cw and ;. Custom Framing & Antiques |
Convenience liems Cems 1017 Illinois Street 7
eran, Nesnds sy to e
Locatodon e OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! | preliod Sidney NE 69162 A |
East side of Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. W’Lf 10% %" 308-254-0500 or 249-0338 Yeces,
US HWY 385 Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. I f o Aming I
308-377-2333 Sunday 9:00 am. - 1:00p.m. L facebook.com/mooseandthegoose r
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