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Congratulations to Steven Torres, our March “Lucky 
Winner”!  
Steve is very outgoing and gets along with everyone.  
He is a hard-working truck driver and father of two 
children.  Steve purchased his very first home in 
Bridgeport where he enjoys music, basketball and 
spending time with his beautiful family.  Steve is most 
grateful to be one of Wheat Belt’s lucky monthly 
winners.
Steve has received a $50.00 credit on his account.  
If you would like to be included in our next drawing, 
and avoid the $5 delinquent fee, please send your 
payment before the 15th of the month.

Congratulations!
2021 Scholarship 

Recipients

Wheat Belt and our partners, Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, Tri-State Generation and Transmission 
and Arbor Wealth Management are pleased to 
recognize the following recipients of our 2021 
Scholarship Program.  We congratulate and wish 
ALL graduates success in their future endeavors!

Danielle Higgins
A $1,000 Basin Scholarship 
was awarded to Danielle 
Higgins.  She will be a 
Senior at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, Major 
Course of Study: Nutrition 
and Health Sciences and 
Minor: Psychology.  Danielle 
is the daughter of Robert and 
Lianne Higgins of Dalton, 
Nebraska.

Felicity Beyer
One of the $500 Tri-State 
Scholarships was awarded to 
Felicity Beyer.  She will be a 
Freshman at the Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, 
Major Course of Study: 
Theology Education.  Felicity 
is the daughter of Michael 
and Melinda Beyer of Sidney, 
Nebraska.

Continued on 12-B
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NEVER FORGET

MEMORIAL DAY 2021
WE HONOR ALL THE SACRIFICES

MADE BY OUR HEROES



Cade Loomis
A $500 Wheat Belt 
Scholarship was awarded 
to Cade Loomis.  He will be 
a Freshman at Southeast 
Community College, Major 
Course of Study: Diesel 
Technology.  Cade is the son 
of Cody and Naomi Loomis 
of Alliance, Nebraska.

Brady Newkirk
The $100 Arbor 
Wealth Scholarship 
was awarded to Brady 
Newkirk.  He will be 
a Freshman at the 
University of Nebraska-
Kearney, Major Course 
of Study: Agribusiness. 
Brady is the son of 
Bill and Jill Newkirk of 
Bridgeport, Nebraska
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Moe's
Brian (Moe) Moffat           Heating
			   Electric Heat Pumps
			   PO Box 410
			   Oshkosh NE 69154
			   308-772-3223
			   Cell: 308-778-6100
& Air Conditioning

Cole Faessler
The second $500 Tri-State 
Scholarship was awarded to 
Cole Faessler.  He will be a 
Freshman at the University 
of Nebraska-Kearney, Major 
Course of Study: Business 
and Minor: Real Estate. Cole 
is the son of Kurt and Shauna 
Faessler of Bridgeport, 
Nebraska.

Cole Coss
A $500 Wheat Belt Scholarship 
was awarded to Cole Coss.  
He will be a Freshman at 
Mitchell Technical College, 
Major Course of Study: 
Powerline Construction and 
Maintenance.  Cole is the son 
of Kevin and DeeAnn Coss of 
Oshkosh, Nebraska.

Scholarship Recipients continued from 12-A



DAY & NIGHTDAY & NIGHT
PLUMBING & HEATING, LLCPLUMBING & HEATING, LLC

Unparalleled Service Since 2002*Reliable Professionals
Commercial * Residential * Industrial

New Construction * Remodels
   Plumbing    Heating
   Air Conditioning    Geothermal Heat Pumps
   Radiant/Radiant In-Floor    Water Softeners
   Reverse Osmosis    Maintenance Agreements
   Fixtures    Water Heaters

7am-4pm * Monday-Friday * 1400 Jackson St., Sidney NE
308-254-1008 * 24-hour Emergency Service
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Rood’s Tire Center

1744 Illinois
Sidney NE 69162

308-254-6127 or 800-303-6127

     • 24 Hour Farm & Road Service		 • Complete Exhaust Work
     • 4-Wheel Alignment (Cars or Trucks)	 • Complete Brake Work
     • Complete Suspension Work		  • Alignments
     • Computer Balance (Cars/Light & Large Trucks)	 • Oil Change & Lube
     • Shocks and Struts		  • Wheels

Most Major Brand Tires
Michelin - Uniroyal - Firestone - BF Goodrich - Kelly - Goodyear

Congratulations!
2021 Touchstone 
Award Program

Outstanding Scholastic
& Athletic Performance

Each year, schools within our service territory are 
invited to select two high school students for outstanding 
performance in alignment with Touchstone values of 
integrity, accountability, innovation and community.  
One is awarded for scholastic achievements and 
the other is awarded for athletic achievements.
On behalf of Wheat Belt and the students, 
the schools receive $400 ($200 per award) 
to  be used at  the school ’s  d iscret ion.
Recipients receive a certificate and a $50 gift 
card; also, an engraved nameplate is added to the 
Touchstone plaque displayed at their school.  We 
are pleased to announce this year’s recipients.

Bridgeport
Chance Cooper (S) and Cole Faessler (A)

Creek Valley
Grace Greenwood (S) and Justin Ningen (A)

Garden County
Chesney Stanczyk (S) and Maddie Lake (A)

Leyton
Hannah Vath (S) and Zackry Henke (A)

Sidney
Adarsha Ganesan (S) and Morgan Jaggers (A)

South Platte
Brittany Hensley (S) and Mariah Koenen (A)

JUNE 5, 2021
6-11 A.M.

11306 ROAD 32
SIDNEY, NE 

Come celebrate with us!
Tethered Hot Air Balloon Rides
6-9 A.M. (weather permitting)
Breakfast served 7-10 A.M.
Pancakes, Sausage & Eggs

Amazing Door Prizes
Meet the Wheat Belt Team

Visit our booths to learn more about:
• Our Mobile App
• Advanced Metering Infrastructure
• Energy Efficiency Products Rebate Program
• Lineman Gear
• Bucket & Digger Truck Displays
• Pole Climbing Demonstrations

For our youngsters:
• Bounce House
• Cotton Candy
• Face Painting

*Ride-along in a Tesla Model 3*
*Bring your invitation for a chance 

to win a $75 credit on your account!*
*Giveaways galore!*



PRESIDENT 
Brian Zimmerman, Big Springs

VICE PRESIDENT 
Stuart Morgan, Dalton

SECRETARY 
Brian “Moe” Moffat, Oshkosh

TREASURER 
Marcus Milanuk, Oshkosh

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
Toni Blomenkamp, Broadwater

DIRECTOR 
Sean Blackburn, Sidney

DIRECTOR 
Jennifer Eckhardt, Dalton

INTERIM GENERAL MANAGER 
Lacey Gulbranson

CUSTOMER ENGAGEMENT MANAGER 
Kelli Chaon

OPERATIONS MANAGER / SAFETY DIRECTOR 
Earl Reilly

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
Carolyn Hostetler

STAKING / CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISOR 
Ryan Borges

MANAGER OF TECHNOLOGIES 
Jim Weeda

OFFICE HOURS: 
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

P 308.254.5871  |  T 800.261.7114  |  F 308.254.2384
wheatbelt@wheatbelt.com

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

STAFF
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The Moose & The Goose Gallery
Custom Framing & Antiques

1017 Illinois Street
Sidney NE 69162

308-254-0500 or 249-0338
facebook.com/mooseandthegoose

Clip and save this 

ad.  Present at 

time of order for 

10% off framing.

We Buy Antiques!
Located on the

East side of
US HWY 385

308-377-2333

		     Visit Us in Dalton!
		        Made to Order Deli Sandwiches
		       In-House Ground/Hand Cut Meats
		  Groceries & Supplies
		  Nebraska Products & Gifts
		  Convenience Items

	 	 	 Open 6 Days a Week!
			   Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
			   Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
			   Closed Sunday

WBPPD Distributed 
$149,380.95

In-Lieu-of-Tax Payments
In-lieu-of-tax payments benefit schools and other 
governmental agencies throughout the communities 
we serve.  In-lieu-of-tax payment amounts are 
based on 5% of WBPPD’s gross revenues from the 
previous year’s retail electricity sales in incorporated 
cities and towns, and they take the place of property 
taxes.  County Treasurers distribute the funds to 
school districts, cities and other entities to fund 
needed services and improvments.
Wheat Belt Public Power District generated 
$2,987,619.13 in 2020 Revenue and distributed 
in-lieu-of-tax payments totaling $149,380.95.  
Payments were made March 31.
In addition to in-lieu-of-tax payments, WBPPD pays 
general sales taxes, gasoline taxes, motor vehicle 
license fees and permit fees like any other business. 
WBPPD is however exempt from income tax (state 
and federal).
Below are the payments made:

Cheyenne County
		  2020 Revenue	  2020 Tax
Dalton	 $   353,709.82		 $17,685.49
Gurley	 $   292,212.28		 $14,610.61
Lodgepole	 $       4,075.05		 $     203.75
Potter		 $   232,555.81		 $11,627.79
Sidney	 $   422,494.22		 $21,124.71
Total		  $1,305,047.18		 $65,252.35

Morrill County
		  2020 Revenue	  2020 Tax
Bridgeport	 $1,682,571.95		 $84,128.60
Total		  $1,682,571.95		 $84,128.60


